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No.  9085 

Be  it  known  That  whereas  William  M.  Olin,  George  H.  Nason,  Henry  A.  May,  Francis 
Jackson  Ward,  John  E.  Oilman,  George  Warren,  Dependence  S.  Waterman,  Oliver  D. 
Greene,  Solomon  A.  Bolster,  Augustus  Bacon,  John  Carr,  Isaac  P.  Gragg,  William  W. 
Davis,  Edwin  U.  Curtis,  Martin  L.  Gate,  John  A.  Scott,  William  E.  Shay,  Frank 
Ferdinand,  John  C.  Cook,  Kilby  Page,  Harlan  P.  Whitcomb,  Francis  B.  Perkins,  John 
Perrins,  Jr.,  Herbert  F.  Morse,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Edward  Seaver,  John  D.  Williams, 
Horace  T.  Rockwell,  Jediah  P.  Jordan,  Nathan  A.  M.  Dudley,  Joseph  L.  Bergman, 
Gorham  Rogers,  Thomas  R.  Mathews,  James  L.  Hilliard,  Alfred  Newmarch,  Samuel  C. 
Jones,  William  A.  Gaston,  Robert  A.  Jordan,  George  H.  Waterman,  and  Joseph  H. 
Frothingham  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation 
under  the  name  of  the 

ROXBURY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 
for  the  purpose  of  1st :  perpetuating  the  History  of  Roxbury,  and  its  military  citizens  and 
organizations ;  2d  :  encouraging  the  volunteer  militia ;  3d :  advocating  measures  and 
principles  that  will  tend  to  strengthen  the  patriotism  of  the  community,  and  have  com- 
plied with  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  Clerk,  Executive 
Committee  and  Trustees  having  the  power  of  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and  recorded  in  this  office : 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, do  hereby  certify  that  said  William  M.  Olin,  George  H.  Nason,  Henry  A.  May, 
Francis  Jackson  Ward,  John  E.  Oilman,  George  Warren,  Dependence  S.  Waterman,  Oliver 
D.  Greene,  Solomon  A.  Bolster,  Augustus  Bacon,  John  Carr,  Isaac  P.  Gragg,  William  W. 
Davis,  Edwin  U.  Curtis,  Martin  L.  Gate,  John  A.  Scott,  William  E.  Shay,  Frank 
Ferdinand,  John  C.  Cook,  Kilby  Page,  Harlan  P.  Whitcomb,  Francis  B.  Perkins,  John 
Perrins,  Jr.,  Herbert  F.  Morse,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Edward  Seaver,  JohnD.  Williams,  Horace 
T.  Rockwell,  Jediah  P.  Jordan,  Nathan  A.  M.  Dudley,  Joseph  L.  Bergman,  Gorham 
Rogers,  Thomas  R.  Mathews,  James  L.  Hilliard,  Alfred  Newmarch,  Samuel  C.  Jones, 
William  A.  Gaston,  Robert  A.  Jordan,  George  H.  Waterman,  and  Joseph  H.  Frothingham, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby 
made  an  existing  corporation  under  the  name  of  the 

ROXBURY    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 
with  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties,  and  restrict- 
ions which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of 
the    Commonwealth  of   Massachusetts    hereunto   affixed,    this 
Seal    j        fifteenth   of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord   one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  one. 


10  Cent 

U.S. 

Documentary 

Stamp. 


WILLIAM  M.  OLIN 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


jRoxburg    ^tstnrtral    Bamtvi. 


©ffirrra  for  1919. 


CHARLES  T.   COTTRELL. 


'Mitt-'^rtBihtnte. 

WALTER  BALLANTYNE,  FREDERIC  W.  RUGG, 

JOHN  A.  BRETT. 


WALTER  R.  MEINS. 


lExitutivi  Qlnmmtttpp. 

The  President  and  Secretary,  ex-officiis, 

JOHN  E.  OILMAN,  CHARLES  E.  WIGGIN, 

EDWARD  SEAVER,  JOHN  C.  REDMOND, 

AUGUSTUS  P.  CALDER,  HARRY  C.  BYRNE, 

SHERWIN  L.  COOK. 


Snarti  of  Srustf^H  of  tl|?  Pfrman^nt  3nx(b. 
AUGUSTUS  BACON,  Chairman, 
JEDIAH  P.  JORDAN,  Secretary,         FREDERIC  W.  RUGG,  Treasurer, 
DEPENDENCE  S.  WATERMAN,      WILFRED  BOLSTER. 


ammf  for   1919. 


THE  MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY 

IN  THE  FIRST  HALF  OF  1918. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL  HUGH  CABOT.  C.  M.  G.,  R.  A.  M.  C. 


GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY  AND  HIS  ROXBURY  MANSION. 

(Prize  Essay,  awarded  Society's  Gold  Medal,  1918.) 

MASTER  THEODORE  SLEEPER  RUGGLES,  a  Student  in  Roxbury  Latin  School. 


MtmmXni  iatj,  iFnbaij,  ila^  30,  B  A.  M, 

DECORATION  OF  GRAVES  OF  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  FRENCH 

AND  INDIAN  AND  REVOLUTIONARY  WARS. 

Members  are  requested  to  assemble  in  William  M.  Olin  Hall,  the  headquarters  of  Post 

26,  G.  A.  R.,  in  the  Municipal  Court  Building,  Roxbury  Street,  at  8  A.  M.  and  march  to 

the  Eustis  Street  Burying  Ground  with  the  Civil  War  Veterans,  in  conjunction  with  whom 

the  ceremony  is  conducted. 


(fuartprlii  iUri^tutg  WrbnrsJJciii,  ifitttr  11,  B  jp.  HI. 

EXPERIENCES  ON  THE  FIRING  LINE  IN  FRANCE. 
CAPT.  GEORGE  A.  DAVIS,  U.  S.  A. 


irroratton  of  Marr^u  Statue,  ®urB&aij»  2(mir  IT,  9.30  A.  ii. 

ORATION. 

SHERWIN  L.  COOK,  ESQ.,  a  former  President  of  the  Society. 

(At  Swedenborgian  Church,  Joseph  Warren  Square.) 


Opuartprltt  itprttng.  llr^nrshai|,  i'p^trmhrr  1 0,  B  f .  M, 

A  BOY'S  MEMORIES  OF  THE  CIVIL  WAR  AND  THE  ASSASSINATION 

OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN;  with  extracts  from  a  contemporaneous  diary. 

MR.  CHARLES  F.  READ,  Clerk  of  the  Bostonian  Society. 


Annual  Hlrrttng.  Wrbn^abatj,  irrrmbrr  10,  B  p.  M. 

OLD  FORT  HILL. 

(Illustrated  by  stereopticon.) 

MR.  WALTER  KENDALL  WATKINS,  Genealogist  and  Historian. 


Btstonral  IHall. 

Municipal  Court  Building,  Roxbury  Street. 
OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  WEDNESDAYS,  2  TO  5  P.  M. 

Exhibition  of  the  Society's  collection  of  numerous  photographs,  maps,  medals,  curios, 
relics,  etc.,  relating  to  the  history  of  Roxbury. 

Visitors  are  requested  to  register  and  are  privileged  to  consult  any  of  the  books  in  the 
Society's  Library,  but  under  no  circumstances  are  the  books  to  be  removed  from  the  Hall. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  his  membership  card,  the  signing  of  a  receipt  and,  if  required, 
the  payment  of  a  deposit,  a  member  may  borrow  not  more  than  two  volumes  at  any  one' 
time,  to  be  returned  on  request  and  in  any  event  within  four  weeks. 


Soxburg  B  ilftstonral  Hanimarka. 


The  visitor  to  Roxbury  will  usually  come  from  Boston 
either  by  elevated  or  surface  cars  to  the  Dudley  Street  station. 
Shortly  before  reaching  his  destination  he  will  pass  on  his 
left  the  Eustis  Street  Burying  Ground.  This  burial  ground, 
the  oldest  in  Roxbury,  contains  the  old  parish  tomb  of  the 
First  Church,  wherein  the  dust  of  John  Eliot  mingles  with 
that  of  five  of  his  successors  in  the  ministry.  Near  the  en- 
trance at  the  corner  is  the  Dudley  tom.b,  covered  with  a  marble 
slab  which  takes  the  place  of  the  original  plate  of  pewter, 
cut  out  by  Am.erican  soldiers  of  the  Roxbury  cam.p  during 
the  siege  of  Boston  and  m.e]ted  into  bullets.  In  this  tom.b  are 
buried  the  remains  of  the  two  colonial  governors  and  the 
chief -justice  whom,  the  Dudley  family  furnished  to  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Near  by  is  the  grave  of  Robert  Calef, 
the  fam.ous  opponent  of  the  witchcraft  persecutions.  The  old- 
est headstone  is  at  the  grave  of  a  child  of  Samuel  Danforth,  the 
colleague  of  Eliot,  bearing  the  date  of  1653. 

Leaving  the  Dudley  Street  station  on  the  lower  level  on 
the  westerly  side,  the  visitor  will  pioceed  up  Roxbury  Street, 
passing  the  first  street,  called  Guild  Row,  whereon  was  early 
located  the  Roxbury  Latin  School,  and  on  its  western  side 
the  Dudley  family  hom.estead,  later  the  site  of  the  Roxbury 
Universal ist  Church.  Near  the  corner  of  the  next  street, 
Shawm.ut  Avenue,  stands  the  old  hom.e  of  Gilbert  Stuart,  the 
famous  painter,  now,  alas,  fallen  upon  evil  days.  Just  beyond 
on  the  other  side,  is  the  new  Court  House,  a  well-built,  m^odcrn 
structure  containing  on  the  lower  floor  the  room.s  of  the  Rox- 
bury Historical  vSociety,  which  hold  an  excellent  collection  of 
local  and  general  historic  relics.  The  Court  House  is  erected 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Washington  School,  which  was  the  gram.- 
mar  school  attended  by  all  Roxbury  boys  during  the  middle 
years  of  the  last  century.  A  further  walk  brings  one  to  the  old- 
fashioned  meeting-house  of  the  First  Church  in  Roxbury. 
This  is  the  fam.ous  church  over  which  John  EHot,  the  Apostle 
to  the  Indians,  was  settled,  and  was  the  religious  home  of 
Warren  and  Heath  of  Revolutionary  timxs.  The  present 
structure  was  built  shortly  after  the  Revolution,  and  contains 
the  pew  in  which  General  Heath  worshipped  and  one  of  the 
Apostle  Ehot's  chairs.     It  is  open  daily  from,  one  to  three 
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o'clock,  and  has  on  its  walls  memorial  tablets  to  m.any  noted 
Roxbury  citizens.  On  the  other  side  of  the  street,  just  beyond 
the  church,  is  the  house  that  was  used  as  the  headquarters  of 
General  Thom.as  during  the  siege  of  Boston. 

Turning  abruptly  from,  the  Thom.as  house  and  crossing 
Roxbury  Street  at  the  point  of  its  juncture  with  Centre  Street, 
one  com.es  upon  Paul  Dudley's  fam.ous  "  Parting  Stone,"  indi- 
cating on  one  hand  the  road  to  Cam.bridge  and  Watertown, 
along  the  present  Roxbury  Street,  and  on  the  other  the  road  to 
Dedham.  and  Rhode  Island,  along  what  is  now  Centre  Street. 
Just  to  the  northeast  of  Centre  Street,  Highland  Street  leaves 
the  square.  Beyond,  looking  towards  Dudley  Street,  may  be 
seen  the  old  Norfolk  House,  once  a  fam.ous  hostelry,  now  used 
as  an  industrial  school. 

Proceeding  up  Highland  Street,  one  passes  the  corner  of 
Morely  Street,  where  stood  the  old-fashioned,  pillared  home 
of  Edward  Everett  Hale,  now  m.oved  farther  down  on  Morely 
Street  and  used  for  apartments.  Just  beyond  the  site  of  Dr. 
Hale's  old  hom.e,  which  he  used  to  describe  as  the  first  Greek 
tem.ple  on  the  right,  on  Linwood  Street,  is  the  stately  old 
Kittredge  m.ansion,  afterwards  occupied  by  Nathaniel  J.  Brad- 
lee,  the  architect.  The  house  formerly  faced  on  Highland 
Street,  surrounded  by  spacious  gardens  extending  from  Lin- 
wood Street  to  Cedar  Street.  Continuing  along  Highland 
Street,  after  crossing  Cedar  Street,  there  appears  on  the  right 
a  notable  ledge  of  the  curious  Roxbury  pudding-stone.  Num- 
ber one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Highla.nd  Street  is  the  house 
in  which  William.  Lloyd  Garrison,  the  liberator,  resided  for 
m.any  years,  now  used  m.ost  appropriately  as  St.  Monica's 
Hom,e  for  Colored  Wom.en.  A  few  steps  farther  on  is  Fort 
Avenue,  which  leads  directly  to  the  site  of  the  Roxbury  High 
Fort,  fam.ous  in  the  siege  of  Boston.  In  the  centre  of  the 
grounds  rises  the  slender  tower,  visible  in  so  m.any  parts  of 
Boston,  and  best  known  as  the  Roxbury  Standpipe.  It  has 
been  converted  into  an  observatory  by  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  lines  of  the  Fort,  levelled  m.any  years  ago,  have  been  re- 
stored, and  cannon,  specially  cast  in  Revolutionary  form, 
have  been  placed  in  the  original  positions. 

Returning  from  the  Fort  by  way  of  Beech  Glen  Street, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  grounds,  one  crosses  Highland  Street 
to  Hawthorne  Street,  goes  through  ElHs  Street  to  Thornton 
Street,  and  thence  northerly  to  Oakland  Street,  which  leads 
directly  to  the    car  line  on  Washington  Street.     The  visitor 
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can  either  take  a  car  back  to  the  Dudley  Street  station  and 
transfer  to  a  car  going  up  Warren  Street,  or  continue  across 
Dale  Street  to  Warren  Street.  In  the  latter  case,  he  will 
pass  Washington  Park,  forrn.erly  called  Honeysuckle  Hill, 
with  its  picturesque  rocks  and  trees,  a  famous  coasting  place 
in  tirp.es  gone  by.  At  the  corner  of  Walnut  Avenue  and  Dale 
Street,  the  Walnut  Avenue  Congregational  Church  stands  on 
what  was  the  Apostle  Eliot's  cow  pasture.  On  reaching  Wa.rren 
Street,  the  visitor  will  again  turn  north  and,  passing  the  Rox- 
bury  High  School  on  his  right  and  Walnut  Avenue,  a  broad 
thoroughfare,  upon  his  left,  will  com.e  to  the  Roxbury  Ma.sonic 
Terp.ple,  and  just  beyond,  on  the  opposite  corner,  to  the  Mead 
house,  the  oldest  house  in  Roxbury.  He  will  then  reach,  after 
a  few  steps,  Joseph  Warren  Square,  a  small  triangular  piece  of 
ground,  on  which  was  erected  in  1904  the  admirable  statue  of 
Joseph  Warren  by  Paul  W.  Bartlett.  Across  the  street,  a  little 
farther  north,  is  the  dignified  stone  m.ansion  owned  by  the 
Warren  family  and  marking  the  site  of  the  birthplace  of  Joseph 
Warren.  The  house  is  m.arked  by  two  tablets  —  one  to  the 
m.em.ory  of  the  Revolutionary  patriot,  the  other  to  Dr.  John 
Warren,  a  fam.ous  surgeon  —  erected  by  Dr.  John  Collins 
Wa.rren.  The  Wa,rren  farm,  covered  a  la.rge  a„mount  of  territory 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Warren  Street,  reaching  from  Moreland 
Street  on  the  south  to  Warren  Place,  three  blocks  below  on  the 
north. 

Still  farther  down  on  the  right,  one  turns  up  Winthrop 
Street  to  Kearsarge  Avenue,  nam.ed  in  com,m.em,oration  of  the 
grea.t  sea  fight  of  Admiral  Winslow,  whose  homx  was  situated  on 
the  westerly  side  of  the  street.  On  the  easterly  side  is  the  Rox- 
bury Latin  School,  elected  in  1853.  Twenty-five  years  after 
the  Pilgrim.s  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock,  John  Eliot  established 
"The  Gramm.ar  School  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  Town  of 
Roxbury,"  which  is  today  the  legal  and  seldom,  used  title  of  the 
school.  It  has  been  m.aintained  with  practical  continuity,  and 
is  the  oldest  endowed  school  in  the  country.  It  num.bers 
Joseph  Warren  among  its  former  m.asters  and  very  m.any  Rox- 
bury notables  of  national  reputation  am.ong  its  graduates.  In 
days  not  long  since  passed  it  was  presided  over  for  m.any  years 
by  the  well-known  and  accom.plished  scholar,  William,  Coe 
Collar,  whom  Dr.  D.  O.  S.  Lowell,  the  present  headm.aster, 
characterizes  as  one  of  the  kindest  and  justest  m.en  that  it 
could  be  one's  privilege  to  know.  The  school  is  free  to  every 
boy  residing  within  the  lim^'ts  of  the  old  town  of  Roxbury, 
which,  in  addition  to  Roxbury  proper,  include  Jam.aica  Plain, 
West  Roxbury  and  a  great  portion  of  the  Back  Bay. 
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Returning  to  Warren  Street,  one  follows  the  tracks  to 
Dudley  Street,  and  there,  taking  a  car  for  Upham's  Corner, 
may  alight  at  Shirley  Street,  and  turn  down  to  the  famous 
Shirley  Eustis  house,  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  colonial 
architecture  extant,  and  being  cared  for  by  the  Shirley-Eustis 
House  Association. 

This  list  of  Roxbury  landmarks  is  far  from  com.plete,  but 
has  been  plaxed  in  the  Year-Book  chiefly  to  assist  those  who 
may  desire  a  brief  guide  to  some  of  our  historic  localities. 


Annual    (^aih    M^Hl    l^tm 


The  Roxbury  Historical  Society  offers  an  annual  gold  medal,' 
to  be  competed  for  in  the  three  upper  classes  of  the  Roxbury 
Latin  School,  for  the  best  essay  on  Roxbury  history. 

The  vote  of  the  Society  authorizing  the  prize  provides 
that  the  Executive  Com.mittee  shall  annually  appoint  three 
competent  persons  to  act  as  judges  and  that  a  subject  shall  be 
selected  annually  by  the  judges  in  conference  with  the  Head- 
master of  the  School.  The  essays  m.ust  contain  not  less  than 
twenty-five  hundred  words,  and  must  be  submitted  on  or  before 
December  fifteenth  in  each  year  to  enable  the  judges  to  m.ake 
the  award  so  that  the  medal  can  be  presented  and  the  prize- 
winning  essay  read  by  its  author  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Society  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  March  following.  A  stu- 
dent who  has  once  been  awarded  the  m.edal  is  ineligible  to  again 
compete  therefor.  The  Headmaster  of  the  School  is  authorized 
to  withhold  any  essays  that  in  his  judgment  are  not  of  a  suffici- 
ently high  standard  to  warrant  consideration  in  the  competition. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  appointed  as  judges  of  this 
year's  contest,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Wiggin  and  Sher\\-in  L.  Cook, 
Esq.,  both  former  Presidents  of  the  Society,  £nd  Walter  R. 
Meins,  Esq.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  The  judges,  after 
conference  with  Dr.  D.  O.  S.  Lowell,  Headmaster  of  the 
School,  have  selected  "The  Life  and  PubHc  Services  of  General 
William  Heath,"  as  the  subject  for  this  year's  comipetition. 

Competitors  should  first  submit  their  essays  to  the  Head- 
master of  the  School  for  his  approval,  and  then  forward  them  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  before  the  required  date. 

The  gold  medal  bears  a  reproduction  of  the  seal  of  the 
Society,  a  suitable  inscription,  and  the  name  of  the  winner. 
The  prize-winning  essay  is  published  annually  in  the  Year- 
Book. 


By  THEODORE  SLEEPER  RUGGLES. 


The  biography  of  Governor  WilHam  Shirley,  for  sorr,e  un- 
known reason,  has  been  neglected.  During  the  French  and 
India,n  wars  there  were  few  New  England  men  so  self-sacrificing 
and  who  perforrp.ed  such  good  deeds  as  Shirley.  Therefore  an 
account  of  his  life  would  be  of  interest. 

Governor  Shirley  cam.e  from  an  old  Sussex  family.  He  was 
born  in  1693,  the  son  of  William  Shirley,  a  London  merchant. t 
He  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Francis  Baker,  also  of  Lon- 
don, and  by  this  marriage  inherited  the  estate  of  Otehall  in 
Sussex. 

Shirley's  sons  were  William,  killed  at  Braddock's  defeat  at 
Monongahela  in  1755;  Thomas,  Governor  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  a  Major-General  and  a  Baronet,  and  John,  a  Captain  in 
the  American  army,  who  died  at  Oswego. 

Governor  Shirley  was  educated  at  Cam.bridge  University, 
where  he  prepared  himself  for  the  bar.  In  August,  1731,  he 
came  to  Boston  to  practice  law.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  being 
impressed  by  Shirley's  talents,  provided  him.  with  a  letter  of 
recommendation  to  Governor  Belcher. 

Shirley's  ability  and  strength  of  character  soon  brought  him 
eminence.  When  the  Spanish  War  broke  out,  he  did  a  great 
deal  in  securing  enlistments.  Later  he  was  appointed  a  com- 
missioner to  help  settle  the  boundary  between  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island. 

In  England,  Mrs.  Shirley  was  doing  all  she  could  to  let  the 
home  authorities  know  of  his  accomplishments.  She  had  a 
strong  influence  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  so  it  was  not  sur- 
prising when  it  was  learned  that  Shirley  was  to  supersede 
Governor  Belcher  of  Massachusetts.  However,  this  was  not 
the  office  that  Shirley  wanted,  he  considered  Collector  of  the 
Port  to  be  more  desirable. 

*  Prize  essay,  awarded  Society's  gold  medal,  1918. 

t  French  and  Indian  War,  by  Samuel  G.  Drake,  chapter  two. 
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Spencer  Phipps  was  retained  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  Sir 
Henry  Franklin  was  made  the  new  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
Boston. 

The  date  of  Shirley's  appointment  as  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  May  10,  1741.  He  had  excellent  qualifications  for 
a  political  station.  When  he  took  office  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  prevaiHng  conditions  and  wasted  no  tim.e  in  bettering  the 
situation.  With  this  appointment  he  moved  from  his  King 
Street  residence  to  the  Province  House  where  all  the  Royal 
Governors  were  accustom,ed  to  stay. 

Although  the  chief  interest  of  his  administration  centered 
in  his  cam.p?.igns  against  the  French,  he  spent  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  two  following  years  regulating  the  currency. 
Incidentally  he  tried  hard  to  get  his  own  salary  fixed,  but 
nothing  was  settled  except  that  he  was  sure  of  a  thousand 
pounds  sterling  a  year. 

Of  his  speeches  at  this  time  two  deserve  mention:  one  to 
the  Legislature,  and  one  at  Harvard  University.  In  the  former 
he  urged  the  rapid  completion  of  the  fortifications  of  the  city 
because  of  the  Spanish  War.  His  address  in  Latin  at  the  Com- 
mencement at  Harvard  caused  much  favorable  comment  and 
added  one  scholarly  feature  to  a  festival  riotously  kept  up.* 

'At  this  time  the  Legislature  passed  a  bill  similar  to  the 
Stam,p  Act  of  the  English  Parliament,  which  levied  a  tax  on 
vellum,  parchment,  and  public  papers,  f 

Shirley  and  his  associates  saw  that  war  with  France  was  not 
far  off,  and  it  had  a  decided  effect  upon  the  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  (Indian)  at  Philadelphia  in  July,  1742.  Shirley 
warned  the  General  Court  of  disastrous  results  unless  greater 
preparations  for  war  were  made.  Because  of  the  low  financial 
condition,  not  a  great  deal  was  accomplished,  but  several  forts 
were  established  and  a  battery  was  placed  on  the  Castle. 

A  thirty  years'  peace  with  France  was  severed  when  war 
broke  out  in  1744.  The  Massachusetts  Legislature  im.m.ediately 
issued  paper  money.  Shirley  did  his  best  to  prevent  any  m.oney 
being  issued  that  was  not  redeem.able  in  coin  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  but  Boston  m.erchants  got  ahead  of  him. 

A  little  later  Shirley  told  the  General  Court  of  his  proposal 
to  capture  Louisburg,  the  "  Gibraltar  of  America."  At  first 
they  were  inclined  to  laugh  at  it,  but  after  they  thought  it  over, 
the  plan  was  approved. 

*  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  U.  S.,  Vol.  5. 

t  Old  Landmarks,  by  Samuel  Adams  Drake,  p.  239. 
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Messages  were  immediately  dispatched  to  other  governors 
asking  for  their  aid  and  the  Governor  sent  to  England  for  a 
fleet  with  which  to  defend  Annapolis  Royal,  an  English  post 
near  Louisburg.  Louisburg  was  the  French  stronghold  on  the 
New  England  coast.  It  was  the  base  of  supplies  and  was  the 
guardian  of  the  Saint  Lawrence.  Unless  Louisburg  was  taken, 
English  coastwise  vessels  would  be  im.periled. 

Shirley  was  alive  to  the  situation  and  immediately  raised 
five  hundred  m.en  and  placed  them  at  critical  places.  Since 
the  French  had  learned  first  of  the  declaration  of  war,  they  sur- 
prised and  captured  the  English  garrison,  at  Canso,  on  May  14, 
1744,  taking  m.-.ny  prisoners.  However,  when  Shirley  found 
this  out,  he  im^rnxdiately  sent  troops  to  Canso,  and  he  also  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  Annapolis  Royal  to  tell  the  English 
Governor  that  he  would  send  aid  there  also.  Thus  Canso  was 
retaken  by  Massachusetts  troops. 

At  this  tim.c  Com.m.odore  Warren  arrived  from,  England  with 
a  fleet.  By  chance  he  had  captured  two  French  officers  sta- 
tioned at  Louisburg,  who,  when  questioned  by  the  Governor, 
assured  him  tha,t  Louisburg  was  altogether  too  strong  for  him 
to  take. 

Governor  Shirley  appointed  William  Pepperrell  of  Maine  to 
lead  the  expedition  against  Louisburg.  After  this  he  wrote  to 
Governor  Went  worth  of  New  Hampshire  asking  him.  to  lead 
the  attack,  thinking  that  on  account  of  his  gout  he  would  refuse. 
But  Governor  Wentworth  replied  that  he  was  anxious  to  lead  it 
and  Shirley  was  forced  to  apologize,  explaining  that  it  would  be 
disastrous  to  hrve  any  but  Pepperrell  carry  out  the  siege. 

So  popular  was  the  undertaking  that  too  many  patriots 
volunteered.  In  seven  weeks  3250  had  enrolled  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Men  of  every  vocation  cam.e;  farm.ers,  blacksmiths, 
fisherm.en,  doctors,  lawyers,  deacons,*  all  in  the  garb  of  their 
trade.  They  were  reviewed  by  Governor  Shirley  and  Com- 
m.ander  Pepperrell  on  the  Boston  Com.mon.  A  m,otto  was 
given  them  before  they  em.barked,  March  24,  1745,  m,aking  it 
seem,  like  a  crusade,  f 

Several  prisoners  escaped  from  Louisburg  and  gave  the 
Governor  information  about  the  fortress.  He  also  learned  that 
the  snow  drifted  against  the  wall,  making  it  easier  for  the 
soldiers  to  get  over.  Many  thought  that  this  fortress  which  the 
French  had  been  building  for  thirty  years  was  impregnable,  but 

*  Tanglewood  Tales,  Hawthorne. 

t  The  Town  of  Roxhury,  by  F.  S.  Drake. 
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the  New  England  forces  entered  the  city  July  17,  1745,  after 
.a  two  months'  siege.  Many  historians  say  that  they  "  landed 
inside  the  fortress  by  the  fortunes  of  war,"  but  the  real  reason 
was  the  speed  and  surprise  of  the  English.  Even  a  Frenchm.an, 
M.  Duchanton,  who  was  at  the  siege,  said  that  the  English  won 
by  perseverance,  courage  and  preparation.  It  is  interesting  to 
know  that  the  iron  cross,  taken  from  the  chapel  at  Louisburg, 
stands  over  the  entrance  to  the  Harvard  Library.* 

When  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Louisburg  reached  Boston, 
a  great  holiday  took  place.  The  New  Englanders  became  too 
elated  over  their  recent  success  and  thought  of  conquering  all 
the  remaining  territory  in  America.  The  home  authorities 
were  not  entirely  pleased  at  this  independent  spirit.  However, 
some  plans  were  formed  and  attempted. 

Fearing  the  revenge  of  the  French,  an  army  of  eight  to  ten 
thousand  came  to  Boston  to  defend  it. 

A  month  and  a  day  after  the  victory,  a  thanksgiving  was 
proclaimed,  and  Reverend  Thomas  Prince  dedicated  his  sermon 
at  the  Old  South  Meetinghouse  to  Governor  Shirley  as  the 
"  Principal  Form.er  and  Prom.oter  of  the  Prosperous  Expedi- 
tion, "f 

From  August  to  December  the  Governor  and  his  wife  were 
at  Louisburg.  His  purpose  was  to  get  the  details  of  the  siege 
and  capture.  While  there,  by  a  request  of  the  Boston  citizens, 
he  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  give  him  the  true  facts  of 
the  situation  in  order  that  the  English  Naval  Officers  might  not 
take  all  the  glory.  He  did  say,  however,  that  "  the  fleet  was 
very  serviceable."  He  emphasized  the  fact  that  the  capture 
was  a  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  Massachusetts,  t 

The  Shirleys  returned  on  the  eighth  of  December  and  a 
twenty-one  gun  salute  was  given  them  as  they  passed  Castle 
William. 

On  the  twelfth  of  December  Shirley  made  a  speech  to  the 
Massachusetts  Assembly  and  communicated  the  King's  thanks 
for  setting  on  foot  and  executing  the  late  difficult  and  expensive 
enterprise  against  Cape  Breton.  It  was  at  this  time_  that 
several  of  his  friends  persuaded  him.  to  have  his  portrait  painted, 
which  was  finally  hung  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

*  For  detailed  account  of  this  siege,  read  S.  G.   Drake's   French  and 

Indian  Wars. 
t  See  Chapter  2,  S.  G.  Drake's  French  and  Indian  Wars, 
t  See  S.  G.  Drake's  French  and  Indian  Wars,  Appendix  D. 
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Great  preparations  for  further  conquests  were  made  in  1746, 
but  the  French  also  raa.de  extensive  preparations  to  oper?,te  on 
a  large  scale.  On  July  twentieth  Governor  Clinton  of  New 
York  got  up  a  conference,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  enlist 
the  aid  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  as  this  alliance  would  be 
indispensable  to  the  English.  Governor  Shirley  gave  his  views 
upon  a  cam.paign  into  Canada.  He  wrote  to  Albany  that  he 
would  send  forces  to  join  them  in  an  attack  on  Crown  Point  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  send  a  thirteen-inch  m.ortar  by  water  to 
New  York.*  When,  however,  D'Anville's  fleet  arrived  off  the 
Massachusetts  coast  a  little  later  on  in  the  year,  for  the  purpose 
of  retaking  Louisburg,  the  New  Englanders  were  frightened  and 
would  not  allow  any  troops  to  depart.  Defenses  were  strength- 
ened and  m.any  new  recruits  were  obtained.  Connecticut 
also  promised  aid.  Reverend  Thom.as  Prince  while  in  his 
pulpit  heard  the  storm  raging  outside.  He  prayed  that  the 
fleet  might  be  destroyed  by  the  tem.pest.  It  was  destroyed! 
Among  the  survivors  were  D'Anville  and  the  officer  second  in 
command,  but  both  committed  suicide. 

The  campaign  against  Crown  Point  in  1746  was  a  failure. 
It  was  no  fault  of  Shirley's  or  of  any  other  governor.  It  was 
due  to  lack  of  troops;  the  few  there  were  having  been  used  for 
protection  from.  French  fleets  and  for  maintaining  the  boundary 
line. 

In  January,  1747,  Shirley  planned  a  winter  campaign  against 
Crown  Point,  intending  to  send  troops  via  Oswego,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  as  well  as  up  the  Connecticut  River.  This  schem.e  was 
rejected,  however,  by  the  New  York  Assembly.  In  the  same 
m.onth  he  got  up  an  expedition  a.gainst  Nova  Scotia  under 
Colonel  Arthur  Noble.     This  one  succeeded. 

Comm.odore  Knowles,  second  in  comjuand  of  the  Louisburg 
fleet,  cam.e  to  Boston  and,  because  of  a  scarcity  of  men,  im- 
pressed into  his  service  such  m.en  as  he  saw  at  the  wharves. 
An  indignant  and  furious  mob  ordered  the  retiirn  of  the  men 
and  the  expulsion  of  the  British  ships  from  the  town.  Shirley 
was  forced  to  take  refuge  in  the  Castle  until  the  people  were 
quieted.  After  their  wishes  were  granted  he  returned,  but  the 
people  reduced  his  allowances  despite  his  remonstrances. 

Peace  cam.e  in  1748  and  by  the  Aix-la-Chapelle  Treaty  the 
former  boundary  was  restored.  Governor  Shirley  devised  a 
plan  for  maintaining  a  line  of  posts  eastward,  the  expense  of 
which  would  be  shared  by  the  colonies  through  taxes  levied  by 
Parliament. 

*  See  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  the  United  States,  Volume  two. 
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In  the  midst  of  his  anxieties  and  cares,  Governor  Shirley's 
wife  suddenly  died.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  King's 
Chapel,  of  which  he  laid  the  corner-stone.  The  Governor 
placed  next  to  their  pew  a  fine  m.emorial  tablet  in  her  honor. 
It  is  surrn.ounted  by  a  bust  and  the  inscription  is  in  Latin.  It 
is  said  that  Governor  Shirley  had  a  red  curtain  draped  over  his 
pew  which  he  could  pull  down  when  he  did  not  care  to  listen 
to  the  sermon.  A  visit  to  this  historical  spot  is  surely  worth 
while. 

England  was  almost  bankrupt  from,  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  so  a  duty  was  fixed  on  molasses,  sugar,  and  rumx.  The 
people  objected  to  this  tax  and  were  indignant  when  customs 
officials  succeeded  in  getting  Governor  Shirley  to  sign  a  war- 
rant, authorizing  them,  to  enter  any  house  to  seek  contraband 
goods.  Several  years  later,  when  he  was  in  England,  he  learned 
what  he  should  have  known,  that  his  writs  were  illegal;  then, 
he  tried  to  retrieve  them.. 

In  that  samx  year,  1749,  Parliament  sent  the  promised 
money  for  the  Louisburg  expedition  which  covered  all  expenses. 
By  the  advice  of  the  Governor,  this  m.oney  was  set  aside  for 
the  payment  of  public  debts. 

He  was  called  to  England  in  September  to  settle  boundary 
questions.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Spencer  Phipps,  took 
his  place  while  he  was  gone.  He  was  also  sent  to  Paris  to  dis- 
cuss boundaries  and  while  there,  married  the  daughter  of  his 
landlord.  This  was  one  of  the  biggest  mistakes  in  his  Hfe,  for 
this  young  Catholic  could  not  set  the  pace  of  Am.erican  society. 
When  questioned  by  the  hom.e  authorities  about  Am,erican 
independence,  he  said  he  thought  that  centuries  would  pass 
before  Am.ericans  would  grow  restive  and  disposed  to  throw  off 
their  dependency  upon  the  mother  country.* 

He  returned  to  Boston  August  6,  1753.  This  same  year 
Point  Shirley,  Winthrop,  was  named  for  him  in  his  presence 
with  much  ceremony,  so  also  was  the  town  of  Shirley,  Massa- 
chusetts, t 

Benjamin  Franklin  came  to  Boston  in  1754,  to  tell  Shirley 
of  **  the  grand  design,"  "  the  profound  secret  "  of  taxing  the 
colonies  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

France  was  afraid  of  attempts  to  capture  Canada,  so  de- 
fences were  placed  from  the  Saint  Lawrence  to  Louisiana. 
Large  stations  were  made  at  Lake  Champlain,  Lake  Ontario, 

*  The  Story  of  Boston,  Gilman,  page  267. 

t  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Records.     1859,  p.  Ill,  and 
Names  of  Towns  in  Massachusetts,  Whitmore,  pp.  23  and  32. 
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Niagara  Falls  (Oswego) ,  and  the  Ohio  River.  Shirley  feared  that 
New  Hampshire  would  be  endangered  with  all  its  ship  masts,  so 
he  established  several  forts  among  the  Berkshires. 

The  frontier  was  ravaged  for  the  sixth  tim.e  in  eighty  years 
by  the  Indians,  and  believing  that  they  were  working  in  co- 
operation with  the  French,  and  also  taking  into  consideration 
the  long  line  of  defences,  England  declared  war  anew  on  the 
French. 

The  best-known  French  and  Indian  war  now  began.  How- 
ver,  the  year  1754  is  not  renowned  for  the  renewal  of  hostilities 
between  England  and  France.  It  is  remembered  for  the  Albany 
Congress. 

Since  1690,  m.eetings  had  been  held  for  the  purpose  of  unit- 
ing the  colonies.  The  most  important  one  was  in  Albany, 
June  19,  1754,  held  at  the  advice  of  the  EngHsh  Board  of  Trade. 
Shirley  was  one  of  the  chief  instigators  of  the  idea  but  did  not 
attend,  since  he  was  in  Maine  treating  with  certain  Indian 
tribes,  from  June  to  September.  The  leaders  in  this  confer- 
ence were  Hutchinson  of  Massachusetts  and  Franklin  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  latter  m.ade  known  the  viewpoints  taken  by 
Shirley  and  him.self  in  their  frequent  earlier  discussions  men- 
tioned above.  The  object  of  the  conference  failed,  however, 
because  of  the  disapproval  of  both  the  homx  government  and  the 
colonies. 

In  December,  Franklin  came  to  see  Shirley  again.  The 
Governor  showed  him  his  plans  for  the  taxation  of  the  colonies 
for  sustaining  a  union.  Franklin's  replies  are  in  letter  form. 
In  February,  1755,  Braddock,  the  com,mander-in-chief  of  all  the 
British  forces  in  America,  summoned  a  council  of  governors 
at  Alexandria  to  draw  up  the  plans  for  the  year's  cam.paigns. 
Shirley  was  the  greatest  politician  among  them.  The  m,oves 
decided  upon  were:  attack  on  Fort  Duquesne  under  General 
Braddock;  attempt  at  Crown  Point  with  General  William 
Johnson;  assault  at  Fort  Niagara  by  Governor  Shirley;  and 
completion  of  capture  of  Arcadia  commanded  by  John  Winslow. 

General  Braddock  was  defeated  and  killed  at  Monongahela. 
At  Braddock's  death,  Shirley  became  the  generalissimo  of  the 
English  forces.  However,  he  himself  pushed  on  his  forces 
through  Oswego  en  route  to  Niagara.  At  Oswego  he  received 
orders  on  the  27th  of  September  to  return  hom.e.  Leaving 
sufficient  forces  to  m.aintain  a  garrison  at  the  fort,  he  returned 
to  New  York. 
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In  November,  he  received  his  commission  as  Major-General 
supervising  all  military  m.atters  in  North  Am.erica. 

In  Decem.ber,  Shirley  assembled  a  governors'  congress  in 
New  York,  simiilar  to  the  Alexandria  council,  and  laid  before 
the  delegates  his  plan  of  campaign.  These  were,  in  substance, 
identical  to  Braddock's  plans. 

At  the  defeat  of  the  French  at  Bloody  Pond,  Shirley  saw  an 
opening  and  urged  William.  Johnson,  the  commianding  officer  in 
the  Crown  Point  offensive,  to  advance.  Johnson  knew  that  he 
was  only  appointed  in  jest,  and  got  his  revenge  by  refusing  to 
move. 

One  of  the  most  pitiful  operations  in  all  history  took  place 
this  year,  1755,  in  Acadia.  General  Winslow  with  three  thou- 
sand Massachusetts  m,en  took  the  French  forts  in  Acadia. 
The  cam.paign  might  have  stopped  here  and  still  be  successful, 
but  because  the  innocent  Acadians  naturally  sympathized  with 
their  own  people,  the  French,  when  they  were  supposed  to  be 
neutral,  English  military  authorities  decided  to  export  about 
seven  thousand  of  them.,  even  separating  families.  One  thou- 
sand of  these  were  sent  to  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  them^e 
that  Longfellow  took  for  his  narrative  poem.,  "  Evangeline." 

In  Boston,  a  great  deal  of  questioning  arose  about  the 
loyalty  of  Governor  Shirley's  French  wife  to  the  English  cause. 
Many  suspected  her  of  betraying  English  secrets.  However, 
none  of  these  surmises  were  verified. 

In  March,  1756,  Colonel  Washington  visited  Shirley  upon 
military  matters.  Washington,  who  was  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
ongahela,  gave  General  Shirley  the  details  of  his  son's  death. 
The  young  Virginian  received  a  cordial  welcom.e  in  Boston  and 
was  lavishly  entertained  by  society. 

Neither  Governor  Shirley  nor  New  England  were  aware  of 
the  serious  cabal  of  William  Johnson  and  De  Lancey,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  York.  Shirley  had  had  hints  right  along  that 
attempts  were  being  made  to  supersede  him.;  but  he  had  so 
many  friends  he  had  not  worried  m.uch  over  it.  The  English 
government,  giving  for  a  reason  that  he  was  pushed  beyond  his 
military  capacity,  recalled  him,  sending  General  Abercrom.bie 
and  the  Earl  of  Loudon  to  replace  him.  as  heads  of  the  arm.y. 
His  friends  tried  to  vindicate  him.  and  the  General  Court  highly 
commended  him.  Governor  Livingston  pointed  out  that  the 
poor  cam.paign  of  1755  was  not  due  to  Shirley's  incapacity,  but 
to  the  intrigues  and  plot  tings  of  his  enem.ies.     His  greatest 
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enemy  was  Johnson  and  as  a  result  of  their  persona]  antipathy, 
New  York  and  Massachusetts  were  on  unfriendly  terms. 
"  Except  New  York,"  Livingston  continued,  "  or  rather  a  pre- 
vailing fraction  of  it,  all  the  colonies  hold  General  Shirley  in 
very  high  esteem."  Franklin  said:  "  Shirley,  if  continued  in 
place  would  have  m,ade  a  much  better  campaign  than  th?.t  of 
Loudon  in  1756,  which  was  frivolous,  expensive  and  disgraceful 
to  our  nation  without  comparison,  for  though  Shirley  was  not 
bred  a  soldier,  he  was  sensible  and  sagacious  in  him.self  and 
attentive  to  good  advice  from,  others,  capable  of  forming 
judicious  plans  and  quick  and  active  in  carrying  them,  into  exe- 
cution.  Shirley  was,  I  believe,  sincerely  glad  of  being  relieved."* 

On  September  12,  1756,  Shirley  was  form^ally  superseded. 
He  understood  the  real  value  of  Oswego,  better  than  his  succes- 
sors. Could  Oswego  have  fallen,  it  would  have  delivered  a  well 
nigh  fatal  blow  to  the  comm.ercial  power  of  France  He  had 
hoped  to  redeem  the  failure  of  the  previous  year,  but  his  com- 
m,and  was  taken  away  before  he  had  the  chance.  In  spite  of 
this  change  to  a  more  brilliant  military  commander,  the  French 
retained  Oswego,  due  to  the  brilliancy  of  their  com.mander,  the 
French  Marquis  de  Montcalm.. 

Trium.phantly  vindicating  him.self  of  all  charges,  Shirley 
sailed  for  England  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1756.  In  1758 
he  was  made  Governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  becam.e  a 
Lieutenant- General  in  1759,  and  in  June,  1769,  he  returned  to 
Boston  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  his  Roxbury  m.ansion. 
He  died  there  March  24,  1771,  a  poor  m.an.  His  funeral  services 
were  held  in  King's  Chapel  and  his  body  was  placed  next  to  that 
of  his  first  wife  in  the  Burying  Ground. 

William  Shirley  was  courtly  and  tactful,  diligent  in  his 
duties,  bustling  and  spirited.  He  took  part  in  actual  warfare 
when  possible  and  when  prevented,  acted  as  advisor  to  the 
participants.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  personal 
privileges  of  the  King  and  of  the  power  of  Parliam.ent.  Wash- 
ington said  of  him  that  "  his  every  word  and  action  discover  in 
him  the  gentlem.an  and  politician."  Most  writers  do  not  go  to 
the  sources  and  find  that  he  was  not  to  be  blam.ed  for  the 
miHtary  failures  accredited  to  him..  Washington  Irving,  in  his 
"  Life  of  Washington,"  proves  that  he  was  one  of  those,  when 
he  said  of  Shirley  that  he  "  proved  incompetent." 

Shirley  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  ability,  but  though 
able,  enterprising  and  deservedly  popular,  was  am.bitious  to  a 
degree  disproportionate  to  his  powers. 

*  Franklin's  Writings,  Spark's  Edition,  pp.  220-21. 
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The  Shirley  house,  on  Shirley  Street,  Roxbury,  is  probably 
the  most  elaborate  and  m.ajestic  colonial  mansion  standing 
today.  Although  it  is  crowded  in  by  tenem.ent  houses,  it  still 
overlooks  the  harbor.  In  1740  General  Sam.uel  Waldo  sold 
Governor  Shirley  a  house  and  lot.  Ten  yerrs  later  Shirley 
bought  additional  land  on  the  south  side.  On  this  estate,  in 
1748,  he  built  Shirley  Hall,  the  m.aterials  all  com.ing  from.  Eng- 
land. The  wood  is  m.ostly  oak  and  the  bricks  of  three  different 
sizes.  This  was  an  expensive  way  of  building,  but  the  exquisite 
workm,anship  repaid  him,. 

Shirley  entertained  m.any  distinguished  guests  at  his  hom.e. 
Among  them  were  George  Washington  and  Benjam.in  Franklin. 
In  1764  he  sold  the  house  to  his  son-in-law.  Judge  Hutchinson, 
who  was  a  loyalist.  Upon  Hutchinson's  death  in  1775  the 
estate  was  confiscated  and  used  as  soldiers'  barracks.  It 
suffered  a  great  deal  of  harm,  during  their  occupancy  and  the 
cracked  marble  slabs  in  the  hallway  are  accredited  to  them. 

Major  John  Reed  bought  the  house  in  1782  and  the  old 
place  contained  once  more  the  jolly  gatherings  and  parties  that 
took  place  in  Shirley's  time.  Major  Reed  sold  it  in  1791  to 
Madam^e  Bertille  de  Fitzpatrick  who  sold  it  to  Giles  Alexander. 
Queer  stories  were  told  of  this  m,an.  He  so  cruelly  treated  his 
wife  that  a  band  of  well-known  Boston  youths  disguised  them- 
selves and  visited  the  old  mansion.  Their  pranks  began  by 
breaking  off  the  heads  of  the  two  stone  lions  at  the  gateway, 
and  finished  by  giving  the  man  of  the  house  a  good  coating  of 
tar  and  feathers.  Mr.  Alexander  rented  the  house  to  M. 
Dubuque,  a  French  Huguenot,  whose  cook  Julien  was  a  famous 
Boston  caterer.  Captain  Jam.es  Magee,  a  jovial  old  Irishm.an, 
bought  the  house  from  Giles  Alexander  in  1790.  In  1819 
Governor  Eustis  bought  it  from  Magee 's  widow.  Once  again 
the  old  Mansion  enclosed  luxurious  furniture  and  brilliant 
receptions  were  again  held  there. 

Before  Eustis  became  Governor  of  Massachusetts  he  was  a 
doctor.  When  he  was  over  fifty  years  old  he  married  the 
daughter  of  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  and  he  himself 
became  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

It  was  while  Governor  Eustis  lived  here  that  Lafayette 
visited  him.  In  his  honor  it  became  necessary  for  Madame 
Eustis  to  get  up  an  impromptu  and  elaborate  banquet.  She 
practically  prepared  it  herself  and  she  is  quoted  as  saying,  "it 
was  the  triimaph  of  my  life."  After  her  husband's  death, 
Madame  Eustis  was  obliged  to  exercise  strict  econom.y  in  order 
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to  maintain  the  estate.  Some  time  after  her  death  an  auction 
of  the  furniture  was  held  —  November,  1865.  Am,ong  the 
things  sold  were:  a  secretary  given  by  General  Warren  to 
Governor  Eustis;  the  furniture  of  Lafayette's  room  and  a 
portrait  in  ivory  of  the  Duchess  of  Orleans.  The  house  itself 
was  sold  at  auction  in  1867  and  divided  into  apa,rtm.ents.  When 
Shirley  Street  was  made,  the  house  had  to  be  moved  a  little  to 
the  southeast. 

Of  course,  such  an  old  house  would  give  rise  to  many  ghost 
stories.  A  child's  skeleton  was  found  underneath  the  kitchen 
floor,  which  added  to  the  superstitions  surrounding  the  place. 
It  is  said  that  one  could  walk  all  around  the  house  between  the 
inner  and  outer  walls.  These  secret  passa.ges  were  said  to  be 
haunted  by  the  ghosts  of  British  officers  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  conversing  with  Shirley's  ghost.  Rum.or  tells  of  unexpected 
stairways  and  closets  within  closets. 

The  house  itself  is  oblong,  though  nearly  squa.re.  There  is 
some  discussion  about  the  original  front  door,  but  the  generally 
accepted  one  is  on  the  west  side  facing  Dudley  Street.  This 
wa.s  a.pproached  by  a  long  avenue  lined  with  poplars  and  at  its 
term.ina.tion,  at  the  base  of  the  front  steps,  there  once  stood  a 
magnificent  elm..  The  railings  of  the  steps  are  of  elaborate 
wrought  iron. 

A  distinctive  feature  of  the  door  architecture  is  extensive 
panelling,  the  front  door  having  sixteen  panels.  The  hinges 
on  this  door  extend  half  way  across.  This  door  opens  into  a 
good-sized  hall,  the  floor  of  which  is  m.ade  of  black  and  white 
marble  slabs.  At  the  left  of  this  door  is  a  winding  stairway. 
vStill  further  to  the  left  is  the  library  with  its  bookshelves  set 
into  the  deep  walls,  as  are  all  of  the  closets.  This  is  possible 
since  between  the  inner  and  outer  wooden  walls  is  a  wall  of 
brick. 

At  the  right  of  the  hall  is  a  sm.all  drawing  room..  Directly 
facing  the  entra.nce  and  across  the  sm.aller  hall,  is  a  double  door 
which  leads  into  the  grand  reception  hah.  On  great  occasion 
the  two  halls  were  thrown  together.  The  reception  hall  is 
two  stories  high  and  its  ceiling  m.ade  of  stucco.  The  main 
entrance  to  this  hall  is  the  garden  door  on  the  east  side.  On 
each  side  of  this  door  a.re  two  Corinthian  colum.ns. 

The  grand  stair  case  in  the  large  hah  m.akes  a  sweeping 
curve  on  the  second  floor.  This  forms  a  balcony  from,  which 
open  the  doors  of  the  guest-cham.bers. 
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An  orchestra  used  to  play  to  the  assembled  guests  below. 
The  newels  are  carved  in  three  styles,  while  the  hand-rail  is 
inlaid. 

Entering  the  garden  door,  at  the  right  is  the  dining  room, 
out  of  which  runs  a  veranda  the  entire  side  of  the  house.  A 
sim.ilar  verr.nda  extends  along  the  other  side  leading  from,  the 
parlor. 

The  second  floor  conteins  four  large  room,s  and  a  linen  room. 
Governor  Shirley's  room,  was  oVer  the  dining  room,  and  the 
large  guest  room,  used  by  Washington,  Franklin,  Lafayette,  and 
Webster  was  over  the  p?.rlpr.  An  excellent  view  of  the  harbor 
is  obtained  from,  these  room.s. 

The  third  floor  has  m.any  small  rooms  used  by  servants  and 
as  soldiers'  barracks.  One  of  these  room.s,  called  "  The  Proph- 
et's Room,,"  stiil  contains  some  of  the  original  wall  paper  illus- 
trating the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress." 

From  the  third  floor  is  a  narrow  stairway  to  the  cupola, 
formerly  surrounded  by  a  railing. 

The  basement  held  a  large  hall,  kitchen,  storeroom.s,  wine 
closets  and  dungeons. 

The  original  first  story  was  built  from,  large  blocks  of  granite, 
the  second  story  being  of  wood  elaborately  decorated. 

There  are  im.ported  Dutch  fireplaces  in  nearly  every  room, 
the  mantels  of  which  are  carved  with  varied  designs. 

Some  years  ago  several  people,  seeing  that  the  house  was 
going  to  ruin,  incorporated  the  Shirley-Eustis  House  Associa- 
tion in  order  to  renovate  it.  The  plan  is  for  one  person  to  put 
a  room,  into  its  exact  form.er  condition.  Many  of  the  original 
hand-cut  laths  will  be  made  into  paper  cutters  for  souvenir 
collectors.  So  before  long  we  shall  find  this  old  historic  man- 
sion restored  to  the  grandeur  and  dignity  it  possessed  when  it 
housed  Governor  Shirley. 
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I.    NAME. 

This  Society  shall  be  kno^yn  as  the  Roxbury  Historical 
Society. 

II.    OBJECTS. 

The  objects  for  which  the  Society  shall  be  maintained 
shall  be  as  follows : 

1st.  To  perpetuate  the  history  of  Roxbury  and  its  mili- 
tary citizens  and  organizations. 

2d.     To  encourage  the  volunteer  militia. 

3d.  To  advocate  measures  and  principles  that  will  tend 
to  strengthen  the  patriotism  of  the  community. 

III.     OFFICERS    AND    THEIR    DUTIES. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
three  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  an  Executive  Committee 
consisting  of  nine  members,  including  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary, who  shall  be  members  ex-officiis,  and  a  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Permanent  Fund   consisting  of  five  members. 

The  duties  of  the  President,  Vice-Presidents  and  Secretary 
shall  be  such  as  ordinarily  pertain  to  such  officers,  and  such 
other  duties  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  at  any  time 
request  of  them.  The  Secretary  shall  also  serve  as  Treas- 
urer of  the  Society  and  as  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

IV.    EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

The  policy  and  the  management  of  the  Society,  the  ad- 
mission and  discharge  of  members,  remission  of  dues,  control 
of  expenditures,  auditing  of  accounts,  arrangements  for  the 
stated  meetings  and  annual  dinner,  maintenance  of  headquar- 
ters, charge  of  Society  property,  except  the  funds  and  prop- 
erty in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Permanent 
Fund,  and  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  its  welfare,  except 
nomination  of  officers,  shall  be  vested,  with  full  powers,  in 
the  Executive  Committee,  subject  to  such  votes  or  orders  as 
may  be  passed  by  the  Society. 
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V.    MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  December  in  each  year,  at  which  meet- 
ing the  President,  Secretary,  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Permanent  Fund  shall  make  a  report,  and  at  which  all  officers, 
excepting  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Permanent  Fund,  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for  one  year 
thereafter,  or  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected. 

The  Society  shall  hold  meetings  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  March,  June,  and  September,  and  at  such  other  times  as 
the  President  may  order,  and  every  member  shall  be  mailed 
a  printed  notice  of  all  meetings,  at  least  three  days  before 
the  date  for  holding  said  meetings. 

The  Society  may  hold  an  annual  dinner,  on  such  day  as 
the  Executive  Committee  may  determine. 

As  far  as  practicable,  all  meetings  of  the  Society  shall 
be  held  within  the  limits  of  the  former  town  of  Roxbury, 
and  all  orders,  notices,  and  communications  shall  be  dated 
"Roxbury." 

Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

No  subject  of  a  sectarian  or  political  nature  shall  be  dis- 
cussed or  acted  upon  at  any  meeting  or  gathering  of  the 
Society. 

VI.    ADMISSION    OF    MEMBERS. 

Any  person  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and 
who  shall  be  acceptable  to  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be 
eligible  for  membership. 

All  applicants  for  membership  .shall  sign  a  printed  form 
of  application,  which  shall  be  endorsed  by  a  member  of  the 
Society  and  filed  with  the  Secretary,  who  shall  lay  the  same 
before  the  Executive  Committee  for  their  action.  A  majority 
vote  of  any  legal  meeting  of  the  Committee  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  admission. 

VII.    WITHDRAWAL  OR  DISCHARGE  OF    MEMBERS. 

Any  member  desiring  to  withdraw  from  the  Society  shall 
notify  the  Secretary  in  writing  of  his  desire,  and  upon  re- 
ceipt of  such  communication  by  the  Secretary,  he  shall  be 
considered  as  having  withdrawn  his  membership,  and  the 
Secretary  shall  make  a  minute  to  that  effect  on  the  records 
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of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  notify  the  person  with- 
drawing of  that  fact,  and  shall  report  such  withdrawal  to 
the  Society  at  its  next  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  terminate 
the  membership  of  any  member  who  shall  be  in  arrears  of 
dues  for  two  successive  years  after  proper  notice  to  said 
delinquent;  and  in  case  of  such  action  by  the  Committee 
the  member  shall  be  notified  by  the  Secretary. 

VIII.    LIFE    MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  member  who,  upon  his  admission,  or  at  any  subse- 
quent time,  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  through  the  Secretary 
the  sum  of  Twenty-five  Dollars,  shall  become  a  Life  Member, 
and  shall  not  thereafter  be  subject  to  the  regular  annual  dues, 
but  in  all  other  respects  his  standing  shall  be  the  same  as 
that  of  other  members. 

IX.    HONORARY    MEMBERSHIP. 

Persons  who  have  rendered  unusual  service  to  the  Society, 
valuable  correspondents,  and  former  residents  of  Roxbury 
whose  public  records  have  been  meritorious,  may  be  elected 
Honorary  Members  of  the  Society,  being  nominated  by  the 
Executive  Committee  and  elected  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
members  present  at  the  annual  meeting;  they  shall  not  be 
subject  to  any  dues,  and  shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  other 
members. 

X.    ASSESSMENTS. 

Every  application  for  membership  shall  be  accompanied 
by  an  entrance  fee  of  One  Dollar  which,  if  the  application  be 
granted,  the  Secretary  shall  turn  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Society,  and  which,  if  the.  application  be  not  granted,  he  shall 
promptly  return  to  the  applicant. 

Every  member  shall  pay  an  annual  assessment  of  One 
Dollar,  which  shall  be  due  on  the  first  day  of  January  of 
each  year,  and  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  as  soon  as  possible 
thereafter;  provided,  however,  that  from  members  admitted 
subsequent  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  September  in  any 
year  no  such  assessment  shall  be  due  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next  following. 

XI.    BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PERMANENT   FUND. 

The  Society  shall  elect,  as  hereinafter  provided,  five  of 
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its  members  who  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Permanent  Fund.  They  shall  have  full  charge  and  custody 
of  all  funds  and  property  committed  to  their  care  by  the 
Society,  or  by  donation  for  either  general  or  special  purposes, 
and  all  bequests  left  to  the  Society  by  will. 

The  members  of  said  Board  shall  be  elected  as  follows: 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  December,  1901,  one  member  shall 
be  chosen  to  serve  for  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  years 
respectively,  and  at  each  succeeding  annual  meeting,  one 
member  shall  be  elected  for  five  years  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  any  member. 
The  term  of  office  of  any  member  shall  commence  on  the 
day  of  his  election. 

If  the  Society  shall  fail  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  said  Board 
at  the  annual  meeting,  or  for  any  cause  shall  not  hold  an 
annual  meeting  during  the  month  of  December  of  any  year, 
then  the  Executive  Committee  shall  proceed  to  fill  such 
vacancy,  and  the  Trustee  so  elected  shall  serve  until  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  when  an  election  for  a  Trustee 
to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term  shall  be  held. 
Vacancies  during  the  year  caused  by  death  or  resignation  shall 
not  be  filled  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
unless  the  number  of  Trustees  is  thereby  reduced  to  less  than 
three,  in  which  case  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  shall 
be  called  by  the  President  to  fill  such  vacancies  for  the  un- 
expired term. 

Said  Board  shall  be  organized  by  the  election  among  them- 
selves of  a  Chairman,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer.  They  may 
adopt  any  rules  for  their  procedure,  government,  and  care 
of  property,  not  conflicting  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society 
or  the  act  of  incorporation. 

The  Board  shall  make  an  annual  report  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  to  the  Society  at  its  annual  meeting,  and  the 
books  and  vouchers  of  the  Board  may  be  audited  at  any 
time  by  any  committee  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Society,  and  shall  be  so  audited  as  often  as  once  in 
every  year. 

Not  more  than  two  members  of  the  .Trustees  shall  at  any 
time  be  elected  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Society. 

No  Trustee  shall  be  paid  any  salary  or  compensation  for 
his  services  as  Trustee  or  as  Chairman,  Secretary  or  Treas- 
urer of  said  Board  of  Trustees. 
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The  Trustees  shall  deposit  all  moneys  coming  into  their 
possession  in  some  bank  or  trust  company  where  interest  is 
allowed  on  deposit,  or  invest  the  same  in  the  class  of  securities 
that  Massachusetts  Savings  Banks  are  allowed  to  invest  in, 
and  shall  not  make  any  appropriations  or  expenditures  out 
of  said  funds  until  the  principal  and  one-half  of  the  accumu- 
lated interest  from  said  investments  or  deposits  shall  amount 
to  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars.  The  other  half  of 
said  interest  shall  be  kept  in  a  separate  account,  and  may  be 
expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees  in  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Board,  or  by  transferring  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Society,  for  general  or  specific  purposes,  such  amounts 
as  they  may  deem  expedient;  they  shall  consider  any  request 
made  by  the  Society  for  an  appropriation  from  said  interest 
fund,  but  shall  have  full  power  to  accede  to  or  decline  such 
request. 

When  said  fund  shall  have  reached  the  sum  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollars,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  said  Trustees 
may  at  their  discretion  invest  the  same  in  the  erection  or 
purchase  of  a  building  which  shall  be  located  in  Roxbury, 
for  the  purpose  of  earning  an  income,  and  also  in  which  there 
shall  be  provided  suitable  rooms  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Society,  but  no  such  building  shall  be  contracted  for  or  erected 
until  the  plans  for  the  same  are  approved  by  two-thirds  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society. 

The  Trustees,  at  any  time  after  said  fund  shall  have  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars,  may  make 
appropriations  out  of  said  fund  for  the  erection  of  monu- 
ments or  other  suitable  memorials  in  honor  of  historic  per- 
sonages, objects  or  events  connected  with  the  history  of 
Roxbury  as  a  town  or  city,  or  as  part  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  may  for  such  purposes  make  such  appropriations  in 
combination  with  the  City  of  Boston,  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  or  any  society,  corporation,  or  association, 
provided  such  appropriation  shall  not  reduce  the  funds  of 
the  Trustees  to  an  amount  less  than  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars, 
or  in  case  said  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  has  been  invested  in 
said  building,  to  less  than  Five  Thousand  Dollars. 

All  real  estate  which  may  in  any  manner  come  to  the 
Society  shall  be  taken  and  stand  in  the  name  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, but  the  management  thereof  shall  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Trustees. 

Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  Society  nor 
the    Trustees    from    accepting    contributions    of    money    for 
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specific  or  general  purposes  and  expending  the  same. 

XII.     AMENDMENTS. 

Amendments  may  be  made  to  the  By-Laws  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: 

Any  proposed  amendment  presented  in  writing  at  a  regu- 
larly called  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  read  at  that 
meeting  and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  their 
consideration. 

If  such  proposed  amendment  meets  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee  they  shall  report  back  the  amendment 
to  the  Society  at  the  next  meeting  for  its  action,  and  a  copy 
of  the  proposed  amendment  shall  be  inserted  in  the  call  for 
said  meeting. 

If  the  Executive  Committee  disapproves  of  the  proposed 
amendment  they  shall  report  such  action  to  the  Society  at  its 
next  meeting,  and  said  amendment  cannot  be  again  proposed 
until  after  the  next  annual  election  of  the  officers  of  the 
Society. 

Amendments  must  receive  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting  when  final  action  is  taken  in 
order  to  be  adopted. 


ARTICLE  OF  AMENDMENT. 

Article  X  of  the  By-Laws  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "Dollar",  wherever  said  word  appears,  the 
words : — and  Fifty  Cents, — so  as  to  read  as  follows : — 

X.      ASSESSMENTS. 

Every  application  for  membership  shall  be  accompanied 
by  an  entrance  fee  of  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents  which,  if 
the  application  be  granted,  the  Secretary  shall  turn  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Society,  and  which,  if  the  application  be  not 
granted,  he  shall  promptly  return  to  the  applicant. 

Every  member  shall  pay  an  annual  assessment  of  One  Dol- 
lar and  Fifty  Cents,  which  shall  be  due  on  the  first  day  of 
January  of  each  year,  and  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter;  provided,  however,  that  from  members 
admitted  subsequent  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  September 
in  any  year  no  such  assessment  shall  be  due  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next  following. 

(Adopted  December  11,  1918.) 
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